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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISITS BY COSTA GOMES TO ITALY, YUGOSLAVIA 

1. ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TELLS ME INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE REGARDING A POSSIBLE VISIT BY PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES 
TO ITALY. AMBASSADOR BELIEVES SUCH A VISIT WOULD BE USEFUL 

TO OFFSET IMPACT OF PRESIDENT'S VISITS TO POLAND AND USSR, AS 
WELL AS PROJECTED VISIT BY COSTA GOMES TO YUGOSLAVIA. (DCM 
WAS TOLD SEPTEMBER 26 BY YUGOSLAV COUNSELOR THAT COSTA GOMES 
VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA TENTATIVELY SET FOR OCTOBER 22-25). 

2. ITALIAN AMBASSADOR SAYS GOI FONOFF IS NOW VACILLATING ON 
VISIT, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE IT IS NOT YET PREPARED TO ASSOCIATE 
ITSELF SO FULLY WITH COSTA GOMES AND NEW GOP. HE URGES THAT 
USG INDICATE TO FONOFF THAT WE WOULD LOOK WITH FAVOR ON SUCH 
A VISIT. 

3. VIEWED FROM HERE VISIT BY COSTA GOMES TO ITALY WOULD BE 
USEFUL, BUT WE ARE OBVIOUSLY NOT IN A POSITION TO COMMENT ON 
ITS RAMIFICATIONS IN ITALY. IF DEPARTMENT CONCURS THAT SUCH A 
VISIT WOULD BE USEFUL, SUGGEST WE SO INDICATE TO GOI. 
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